I would like to introduce some yearly rituals in Zhanjiang city which is in the Western part of the Guandong
Province. Actually, such rituals are not that usual all over China. So maybe some of its contents or shows are quite
stunning, because actually I did this introduction part of the yearly rituals in Zhanjiang city when | was a freshman
in college. That got my classmates and teachers stunned, surprised, and also astonished a bit. So I'd like to get into
it.
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Firstly, | would like to introduce Zhanjiang city more, because the background, the geographical location of
Zhanjiang city has something to link with these rituals. Because Zhanjiang is a coastal city, so it's famous for its
seafood. And that's why some of its religious beliefs also relate to the goddess of the ocean. Something like that,
I'm not sure about the exact translation for that word. That should be Tian Hou, that's in Mandarin.
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These religious beliefs make people living in Zhanjiang believe that every year they should hold some rituals to
show their respect to the goddess and wish for a better year coming forward. Actually the yearly rituals are used,
here it's correspondent to the Chinese word Méinian de, that means the rituals shall be held and organized every
year, especially at the beginning of the spring. So it's a very important custom in our spring festival celebration.
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For your information, actually the yearly rituals were listed into some cultural heritage of Guangdong Province as
well, but that's years ago. I'm not sure about the TV show's name but actually they reported it and make it known
to more people. Let's talk about what things are included in such yearly rituals. Actually, it is divided into the start,
some celebrations, and it has an end as well.
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For the start, actually it is the welcoming of the god or goddess. It's like some rituals they would organize at a... It's
not a Buddhist temple, but it's a temple that has the ancestors of the villagers. They will start the rituals there, and
then there will be a parade parade with childrens wearing some costumes like opera things, and also they wear
heavy makeups. You cannot recognize them at all. Then they are fixed on a wooden stage, and there were lots of
children fixed on the stage and then they just get the parade because the car can move.
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In Chinese term it's piao se. When it is seen from a far distance, it's like some colors are floating. That's basically
the ritual meaning of piao sé. And the most important section of these rituals is the villagers. Mostly they will
organize these events in the form of a village or another village. The villagers just invite their guests to have a big
lunch together.
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So normally there will be more than 100 100 people | guess, because they think the more guests come, the more
better the next year will be. So when we speak of spring festivals, we often related to red packets. But when the
guests come to such events, actually they don't need to pay anything, they don't need to prepare the red packet at

all. So | guess that's the most important spirit and the attraction point of this event. And the end part is quite



similar to the start, they just send the god or goddess back to where they were. So that will be mostly the

introduction of this festival.
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